
Middlemarch School Reading Spine 

 

Year 3 

Autumn   
Local Area: Where Am I From?  

Key Text for English Lessons: Claude Series  

  

Wider Reading Suggestions:  
Mr Penguin and the Fortress of Secrets & Little Red and the Very Hungry Lion  

 

Spring   
Stone Age: What? No Underpants?  

Key Text for English Lessons: Stone Age Boy  

  

Wider Reading Suggestions:  
Ug, The First Drawing, How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth  

 

Summer   
Romans: Did The Romans Make Pizza?  

Key Text for English Lessons: Escape from Pompeii  

  



Wider Reading Suggestions:  
Horrible Histories: Revolting Romans, Romans on the Rampage, Julius Zebra  

 

Year 4 

Autumn  

Egyptians 

Key Text for English Lessons:: The Egyptian Cinderella 

 

Wider Reading Suggestions:  
The Scarab's Secret, Eyewitness Ancient Egypt, Ma'At's Feather, The Awesome Egyptians  

 

Spring 

Key text for English Lessons: My Friend Walter 

 

Wider Reading Suggestions:  

The Thief, the Fool & the Big Fat King, The Prince, the Cook & the Cunning King,  

The Terrible Tudors, Even More Terrible Tudors 

 

Summer 

There’s a Rang-Tan in My Bedroom 



 

Wider Reading Suggestions:  

The Great Kapok Tree, The Tin Forest, The Explorer 

 

Year 5  
Autumn  

Law and Gore  
Key Text for English Lessons: The Highway Rat and the Highway Man  

    
Wider Reading Suggestions:  

The Secret Diary of Kitty Cask, Smuggler's Daughter  
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs 

Remembrance  
Key Text: Dulce et Decorum Est  

Wider Reading Suggestions:  
Stories of the First World War by Jim Eldridge  

 

Spring   
Africa & Fairtrade Fortnight   

Key Text for English Lessons: The Butterfly Lion and One Plastic Bag  

    



Wider Reading Suggestions:  
Journey to Jo’burg, Lila and the Secret of Rain, The White Giraffe 

 
Summer  

Ancient Greece  
Key Text for English Lessons: Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief & Ancient Greece  

     
Wider Reading Suggestions: Who Let the Gods Out? Greek Myths  

By Marcia Williams, So You Think You’ve Got it Bad? A Kid's Life in Ancient Greece  
 

 

Year 6 

Autumn 

Victorians 

Key Text for English Lessons: Street Child 

 

Wider Reading Suggestions: 

Oliver Twist, The Gruesome Truth about The Victorians, Eyewitness: Victorians, A Christmas Carol 

Spring 

World War II 

Key Text for English Lessons: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 



 

Wider Reading Suggestions: 

The Valley of Lost Secrets, Once, Letters from the Lighthouse, Eyewitness: WWII 

Summer 

Rivers and Mountains 

Key Text for English Lessons: Kensuke’s Kingdom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wider Reading Suggestions: 

Journey to the River Sea, A River, World Feature Focus: Mountains 


